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World Trade Organization
International Institute for Trade and Development
REGIONAL WORKSHOP FOR ASEAN JOURNALISTS
ON TRADE AND THE WTO
16–18 May 2011, Bangkok, Thailand
PROJECT OUTLINE
Project

Regional workshop for ASEAN journalists

Date

16–18 May 2011
Venue

Pathumwan Princess Hotel, Bangkok
Accommodation

Pathumwan Princess Hotel, Bangkok

Check-in 14-20 May (Peter and Louis , organizers from WTO)

Check-in 15-19 May (Speakers & participants)
Organizers
ITD Bangkok is hosting the Regional workshop. Organization is handled jointly by the WTO and ITD, with ITD assisting the WTO on administrative functions in Bangkok.
Funding

The regional workshop is being funded jointly by the WTO and ITD. ITD is covering the costs of the venue, transportation within Thailand (including airport transfers), administrative functions, and lunches and refreshments during the workshop. The WTO is funding all other expenses, including travel, accommodation, breakfasts and dinners for participants and guest speakers not based in Thailand, per diems or honorariums for guest speakers, and WTO staff costs.
Participants

The regional workshop will bring together up to 20 participants who will be up to two journalists each from the 10 ASEAN countries. Three or four guest speakers will be invited. Two WTO staff members will introduce a number of WTO topics to the participants.
Workshop justification and objectives
Journalists play a crucial role in the public’s understanding of the WTO and trade issues. The course is designed to provide participants with the tools to understand the WTO and related trade issues, so that they are better 
informed when they describe these issues to the public in their countries. Eventually that will mean a better-informed public debate about trade and the WTO, which in turn is likely to mean more support for the system and multilateral trade negotiations, from a range of viewpoints.
Against this background, the basic objectives of the Regional Workshop are to provide participants with:

· a greater understanding and interest in the multilateral trading system

· the tools to learn more about the WTO and the multilateral trading system more 

· updates of latest developments in the WTO and the Doha Round

· an opportunity to hear from experts in the region and to discuss trade issues from their own perspectives

· the tools to explain accurately various aspects of WTO work and the multilateral trading system, at least at a basic level

· the ability to encourage informed and open public debate on trade, the WTO and related development issues

Course content

The preliminary programme is provided. The course will cover:

· The basics of the multilateral trading system and selected areas of WTO work — agriculture, market access, rules, intellectual property, disputes, aid for trade, etc.
The World Trade Organization’s key roles are in trade liberalization and rule-making. It is the only international organization dealing with global rules of trade between nations. Its overall objective is to ensure trade flows as smoothly, predictably and freely as possible. Towards this objective, the WTO’s main functions are to administer trade agreements, act as a forum for negotiating further agreements, settle trade disputes, review national trade policies and provide assistance to developing countries in trade policy issues.

· Basic introduction to the multilateral trading system and the Doha Round including its history, structure, functions, principles, membership, operating procedures and relationship with bilateral or regional free trade agreements. Also covered briefly: decision-making and the workings of the WTO Secretariat.

· Subjects: briefings on selected areas of WTO work such as agriculture, non-agricultural market access, rules, intellectual property, disputes and other issues of particular interest to developing countries in the region.

· Exchange of views: In the spirit of a workshop, journalists will be asked to prepare brief presentations on trade issues concerning their countries and to exchange views. Specific sessions will be allocated for this purpose.
· The benefits and challenges of membership, the regional experience from the points of view of long-standing membership and recent accession. Guest speakers will cover their own experiences as senior officials in a founder member (Thailand) and new member (Cambodia), and the regional experience (UN-ESCAP)
· The Doha Round in a critical year: the latest situation overall and in some key subjects, the 2011 push to conclude the round, and its implications for the region. How the negotiations are organized and the “development dimension”.

· Regionalism, free trade agreements, development, and other issues related to the WTO. The workshop will hear from the participants and guest speakers and be encouraged to exchange views on these subjects.
Presentations, assignments and attribution
The workshop will involve a range of lecturing styles and training methods. WTO staff will give basic presentations on the WTO and Doha Round. Guest speakers will include former senior officials and current practitioners in the region, with in-depth knowledge of trade and development issues.
All sessions will be interactive and specific sessions will be set up specifically for exchanging views and sharing experiences.
Assignment: Journalists participating in the workshop are asked to prepare in advance a presentation of about 1,000 words or about 10 minutes on a topic related to the WTO or to trade, concerning their countries.

The Chatham House Rule will apply, unless special exceptions are given.
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“When a meeting, or part thereof, is held under the Chatham House Rule, participants are free to use the information received, but neither the identity nor the affiliation of the speaker(s), nor that of any other participant, may be revealed.” http://www.chathamhouse.org.uk/about/chathamhouserule/
Participant feedback and evaluation
At the end, participants will be invited to provide feedback and evaluate its utility and effectiveness using the standard WTO feedback form.
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