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TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT REGIONAL FORUM 2017 

@ Pullman King Power Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand 
 

(Preliminary Programme) 
 

Linking Trade & Development for Inclusive & Sustainable Growth 

 

Background 

We are currently experiencing fundamental changes in the patterns of globalization 
which will have profound implications on current and future trade, development and 
investment.  For instance, within the trade development space, there are currently three 
important forces playing out in the global policy arena. 

 
• A growing support for trade development especially for developing countries i.e. 

the newly enshrined WTO Trade Facilities Agreement on Feb 22, 2017 and the 
regional framework for Cross-border Paperless Trade Agreement in ESCAP region in 
2016 and the e-Trade for All Initiative by UNCTAD announced in 2016, under the 
Nairobi Meeting. 

 
• A growing resistance to globalization and preferential free trade agreement, have 

become more apparent in the past decade or so, exacerbated by the economic 
slow-down and jobless growth in specific sectors of the economy.  

 
• The arrival of the digital technology, the Internet and countless breakthroughs in the 

field of science and technology, will level the playing field for everyone just as the 
old adage “Rising Tide Lifts All Boats.”  This means developing countries can leapfrog 
ahead and skip the industrial era straight into the post-industrial development era.  

 
Any technology presents both opportunities and threats. But an important factor to 
consider when adopting digital technology are their implications such as rendering 
many trade agreements or provisions obsolete and unfit for the digital economy. 
Or economic development policies that must be examined in greater depth and 
adapted for the coming changes i.e. technological deflation effect and jobless 
growth. 

 
Sustainable trade development under the United Nation’s Sustainable Development 

Goals 2030 framework has earmarked trade-led development as the strategy to bridge the 
social and income inequalities.  There are undoubtedly many moving parts to this new 
equation and at the outset, will require a new approach to policy making.  
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This two-day forum organized by the International Institute for Trade and Development 
(ITD) is certainly an opportune occasion to shed light and explore new paths towards 
inclusive and sustainable development in a disruptive world clouded by a revival of 
populism and growing protectionism. 

 
The endorsement of the new WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and other initiatives 

to reduce trade cost are helping to level the playing field to smaller businesses and 
entrepreneurs including from emerging and developing countries to be engaged more in 
trade activities. (Session I). 

 
The disruptive impact of the digital revolution is both a source of opportunities and 

challenges but a fine management of the digital transition will enhance the role of  
e-commerce as a key tool for inclusiveness in trade and the general theme on Digital 
Economy and Digital Trade (Session III). 

 
Despite a challenging global environment, growth in Asia has remained steady but in 

the context of uncertainty, only deeper regional integration and cooperation will help the 
region, (ASEAN and the CMLVT) to enhance economic resiliency and support inclusive and 
sustainable development. Deepening ongoing integration such as the AEC (Session II) and 
exploring new approaches such as the One Belt One Road Initiative (Session IV) will offer 
the region’s an alternative growth avenue that it could be looking for. 

 
Other solutions to link trade and development for inclusive and sustainable growth will 

require a new paradigm and a new mindset. In the case of emerging conversation on 
Global Value Chain (GVC), studies made by World Economic Forum, the World Bank Report 
and the EU study clearly highlight the significant opportunities. Circular Economy presents 
to developing economies whom are not only well placed to take full advantage of this new 
economic model but possibly, outpace developed or advanced economies.  This model 
departs from the traditional “take, make, and dispose” approach, which adopts a new 
approach to production and consumption through a close loop system using the 3Rs 
(recycle, reuse, repurpose) (Session V). 

 
To overcome obstacles towards Agenda 2030, Asian policymakers need to adapt 

swiftly to a new development paradigm where economic growth is no longer enough as a 
policy response to enhance inclusiveness and sustainability goals. This means policymakers 
must explore alternative development funding beyond the conventional foreign direct 
investment (or FDI) channels e.g. taxation, social bond (Session VI). 

 
The fourth industrial revolution and the exponential pace of innovation have deep 

implications on human development and education. From technological innovation, 
growing youth employment and ageing society, the policies around human capital 
development must incorporate how future of trade and investment trends will affect 
production systems and the nature of work while crafting an education system that is 
fashioned for the times (Session VII).  
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Wednesday, 19th July 2017  

Day 1 

    08.30– 09.00 Registration 

09.00 – 09.40 Welcome Remarks by  
 Dr. Kamalinne Pinitpuvadol - Executive Director, ITD,  
 Dr. Mia Mikic - Director, Trade, Investment and Innovation Division,  
 UNESCAP  
 Mrs. Veeraya Puttibundit - Human Resource Officer Expert Level,  
 Department of Trade Negotiations, Ministry of Commerce, Thailand 

Opening Remarks by Dr. Sophon Naphathorn, M.D., Vice Minister for 
Education, Ministry of Education, Thailand 

 
09.40 – 10.40 Keynote Speech by Dr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, WTO Director- General 

(2002-2005), UNCTAD Secretary-General (2005-2013)  

 “A New Paradigm in Trade and Development in the Age of Rising 
Protectionism and Populism” 

 
10.40 – 11.00   Opening Ceremony for ITD’s Exhibition  
 Coffee Break  
 
11.00 – 12.00   Session I 

The New Trade Facilitation Agreement: A New Horizon for 
Developing Countries   

Theme:  The new Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) which came into 
force on 22 February, 2017 heralds an important milestone for global trade 
development. For the first time, the global trade regime will be focused on 
substantively reducing trade cost across the board. Additionally, it will have 
direct implications on emerging issues such as the Global Value Chains 
(GVCs), sub-regional integration, the South-South trade systems, resource 
efficiency, inclusiveness and transparency.   

This session provides a state of play of the current trade facilitation in Asia 
Pacific in particular the Framework Agreement on Facilitation of Cross-border 
Paperless Trade in Asia and the Pacific (FA-PT), a unique and the region/ 
global’s first platform of its kind to address paperless cross-border trade. 
Equally imperative will be the discussions around recommendations in terms 
of complementary policies, regional cooperation and specific capacity 
building initiatives needed in light of these promising new developments.   

Speakers:    

1. Poul Hansen - Trade Facilitation Section, UNCTAD Geneva  

2. Yann L. Duval - Trade Facilitation Section, ESCAP 

Moderator:  Duangthip Chomprang, ITD  
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12.00 – 13.00  Lunch Break  

 
13.00 – 14.00   Keynote Speech by Dr. Surin Pitsuwan, ASEAN Secretary-General (2008-

2012)  

  “New Geopolitical Challenges to Regional Cooperation and 
Integration” 

 
14.00 – 15.30 Session II   

Connectivity, Development & Regional Integration- The Agenda 
for CMLVT (Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos, Vietnam, Thailand)   

Theme:  AEC Blueprint 2025 proposes a vision towards an integrated, 
cohesive, competitive and innovative economy with increased cooperation 
and connectivity among ASEAN Member states.  

However progress is slow and much still needs to be done to achieve the AEC 
four pillars and enabling ASEAN to become more resilient to external shocks.  

Infrastructure gaps need to be addressed to increase land, sea, air and digital 
connectivity. More coherent regulatory framework and common standards 
must be pursued. And while NTBs must be streamlined and reduced to achieve 
frictionless trade of goods, significant efforts are required to enhance trade in 
services and labor mobility.  

This session analyses the current challenges and opportunities of regional 
integration and proposes areas where increased cooperation and partnership 
may help and build the ASEAN block and the broader region, in a world of 
rising uncertainties.  

Speakers:    

1. Dr. Aladdin D. Rillo – ADBI, Tokyo 

2. Atsuko Okuda – ICT and DRR Department, UNESCAP 

3. Arthayudh Srisamoot – Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Thailand 

4. Emmanuel A. San Andres – Policy Support Unit, APEC Singapore 

Moderator:    Vincent Chauvet, ITD  

 
15.30 – 15.45   Coffee break  

 
15.45 – 17.00   Session III  

Building the Digital Economy: A Digital Trade Imperative  

Theme:  There is no doubt that technology changes the trade landscape 
and provides more opportunities by creating access to the global market. 
According to UNCTAD recent report, more than 50% of all global trade are 
enabled by the Internet. More importantly, countries that are adept at 
fostering digital activities have benefitted more with the emergence of new 
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industries as well as, the accelerated growth of traditional sectors. Empirical 
evidence also show that at the individual firm level, firms with online presence 
tend to be more productive and competitive. According to McKinsey’s report 
in 2014, global digital trade generated more economic value than the 
traditional flows of traded goods.  

- Highlights current policy measures needed to promote investment 
(international and domestic) and new regulatory framework that 
enables sustainable digital development whilst addressing the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goals.  

- Discussion on how digital trade and its derivatives (such as ecommerce, 
digital data, smart contracts, smart money) can be a driver for frictionless 
trade, inclusive development in trade for all especially greater 
participation from MSMEs and entrepreneurs.  

Areas Covered:  

Digital Economy Economic Model, Policy and Investment 

Measuring Digital Economy-Multi-faceted Perspectives   

Speakers: 

1. Richard Bolwijn – Enterprise & Innovation Division, UNCTAD Geneva 

2. Jonathan Tsuen Yip Wong – Trade, Investment and Innovation 
Division, UNESCAP     

3. Joseph Meltzer – Brooking Institution & E15 Initiative  

4. Wisit Atipayakoon – ITU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 

5. GSMA – Mobile Money Initiative Team 

Moderator:  Duangthip Chomprang, ITD 

 
17.00 Wrap Up 

 
18.00  Welcome Reception (By Invitation Only) 
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Thursday, 20th July 2017 

Day 2 

08.30 – 09.00 Registration 

09.00 – 09.45  Keynote Speech by: Dr. Kanit Sangsubhan, Secretary General of EEC, 
Thailand 

 “Linking EEC for Trade and Investment within Thailand’s 4.0” 

09.45 – 11.00 Session IV 

One Belt, One Road Initiative: Outlooks on Future Trade and 
Investment in the Region South  

Theme:  The One Belt, One Road Initiative conceived as China’s vision of a 
regionally connected continent linked to the rest of the World, harnesses the 
power of connectivity of culture, trade and economic cooperation at the 
heart of its strategy. If successful, this initiative will encompass approximately, 
65% of the world’s population which contributes one-third of the world’s GDP. 
This session will discuss the current developments of the recent One Belt, One 
Road Initiative Meeting in Beijing and explore possible responses within APAC 
as well as to understand how this initiative will contribute to the “Peace and 
Prosperity” of the people of this region.  

Speakers:   

1. Chinese/New Silk Road Representative  

2. Professor Emeritus Suthiphand Chirathivat, Ph.D. – ASEAN Studies 
Center, Chulalongkorn University 

3. Oliver Redrup – Price Waterhouse Cooper Services Ltd., Singapore 

4. Krisda Piampongsant – Thai Chamber of Commerce and Board of 
Trade of Thailand  

Moderator: Dr. Mia Mikic - Trade, Investment & Innovation Division, 
UNESCAP 
 

11.00 – 11.15   Coffee break 

 
11.15 – 12.30 Session V 

Enriching Global Value Chain (GVCs) through the Circular 
Economy  

Theme:  Post 2015 is earmarked as the critical crossroad for global 
development and humanity in general. The underlying theme being, finding a 
better model of growth where production and consumption are more 
responsible and sustainable. In this regard, switching from the current linear 
model of economy to a circular one is attracting more and more attention for 
its potentially huge financial, social and environmental benefits. Moving 
towards a circular economy would boost resource productivity in GVCs but 
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equally important, is the creation of new platform for growth and innovation 
which favors developing countries.  

Hence, the session aims to explore possible trends within the context of the 
GVC and the circular economy model and how investment facilitation may 
help close the loop.   

Areas covered:  

Scope, nature and potential of Circular Economy and its implications on 
international trade and GVC  

Investment facilitation framework, strategies and policies  

Regulatory and Legal Framework to consider  

Speakers:   

1. Dr. Uwe Weber – SWITCH-Asia Network  

2. Karishma Banga – Global International Institute, Geneva 

3. Dr. Chaiyod Bunyagid – United Analyst and Engineering 
Consultant Co. Ltd., Thailand 

4. Ernesto Hartikainen – Finnish Innovation Fund, SITRA - Finland 

Moderator:   Vincent Chauvet – ITD 

 
12.30 – 13.30 Lunch Break 

 
13.30 – 15.00 Session VI 

Obstacles & Opportunities for Asia’s Sustainable Growth   

Theme:   According to UNCTAD Trade and Development Report 2015, 
South-South trade in the post-2008 financial crisis has been labelled as the 
‘great economic transformation’ in the global economy. In developing Asia, 
approximately 4/5 of all South-South trades are intra-regional compared to 
Latin America, 50% and Continent Africa, less than 50%. In 2009-2010 alone, 
developing Asia accounted for 85% of the South-South trade. However, at the 
current developing economies combined accounts for around 45% of the 
world’s trade activities. With so much potential yet to be realized, Asia is on the 
verge of extraordinary growth in trade and investments. Therefore, trade for 
development models to address pressing needs of developing economy is 
very much needed to guide the region’s future.    

This session explores the future development models including alternative 
options for funding development initiatives. At the outset, the session will first 
address the conventional theory behind trade and development including 
investment promotion regimes and examine its effectiveness in today’s 
economic and trade environment.  

• Do tax incentives regimes promote FDI and growth in the current TF/IF 
environment? Can evidence-based policy approach address this gap?  

• What are the alternative tools for Governments to promote growth and 
sustainable development (including fiscal and non-monetary schemes, 
technology-based solutions)?   
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Speakers:  

1 Dr. Naoyuki Yoshino – ADBI, Tokyo 

2 Daisuke Hiratsuka – JETRO Thailand  

3 Piyabutr Cholvijarn – Kenan Institute Asia & Board of Trade of Thailand 

4 Rolf-Dieter Daniel – EU Chambers of Commerce (EABC) 

Moderator:  Dr. Aladdin D. Rillo – ADBI, Tokyo 
 

15.00 – 15.15   Coffee break 
 

15.15 – 16.45 Session VII  

Future Education for Future Trade and Investment    

Theme:  Since the days of ancient times human connectivity began when 
trade routes were first established to facilitate commerce and later 
transformed into seats of early civilization. And within these trade routes were 
borne knowledge centers where like products, ideas and new/old knowledge 
became the new oil for trade, creating a melting pot of new opportunities and 
the diffusion of Art and sciences of the times.  Trade has always empowered 
people beyond the realm of trade especially in building new knowledge and 
enabling innovation. Today, modern trade operates within the same confines. 
This session explores the shifting trend in STEM related investment and trade, its 
implications on future education with an aim on understanding the 
appropriate strategies to attract foreign investment to STEM related industries.  

Areas Covered:  

• Linking STEM education to Attracting Foreign Investment  

• Linking Education to Entrepreneurship   

Speakers:    

1. M.L. Pariyada Diskul, Secretary to the Minister, Ministry of 
Education, Thailand 

2. Dr. Jeong Hyop Lee – Science Technology & Innovation Policy 
Institute, KMUTT  

3. Emmanuel A. San Andreas – Policy Support Unit, APEC Singapore 

4. Katarina Tapio – Finnish Embassy in Thailand 

5. Dr. D.B. (Dae-Bong) Kwon – Korea University & KRIVET Former 
President  

Moderator:  Dr. Kamalinne Pinitpuvadol, ITD 

     16.45-17.00      Wrap Up and Closing  

* ITD reserves exclusive rights to modify or change any part of the programme without prior notice.  
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