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Press Release/ITD 2018 

UNCTAD-Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand-ITD and IISD Join Hands to Deliver Asia and the 

Pacific’s First Regional Training on Phase 2 of IIA Reform in Bangkok 

 

The Monterey Consensus, an outcome of the first International Conference on Financing for Development 

in 2002, acknowledged the role of private investment in supporting development (UN 2003). This was 

later encapsulated in various United Nations(UN) Agenda namely, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 

2030 (SDG 2030), the Doha Declaration and the more recent Nairobi Declaration where Inclusive and 

Sustainable Development was introduced.  

Sustainable Development oriented International Investment Agreement (IIA) regime reform has become 

a mainstream development policy agenda for both importing and exporting capital countries. As part of 

this, within the international development investment space, there has been growing support for more 

responsible investment regimes especially from developing countries suggesting a call for a more quality 

based approach to development versus quantity based approached of the past.  

The elevation of the role of international trade and investment as a core driver for inclusive and 

sustainable development is recognized universally and has gained considerable traction within the 

development field as well as the investment community since its text was first negotiated in December, 

2015 at the UN General Assembly (post 2015 Development Agenda- SDG 2030 Goals). Against this 

backdrop, the UNCTAD (or the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development) a specialized UN 

body working in the areas of trade, investment and development since 1993 to serve the needs of LDC 

and Developing countries, works to assist countries to attract foreign investment and harness it for 

sustainable development.  

Building on several decades of experience, UNCTAD staff provides international expertise in research and 

policy analysis, inter-governmental consensus-building, and technical assistance to over 150 countries. 

UNCTAD, and particularly its Investment and Enterprise Division are recognized as a global center of 

excellence on issues related to investment for sustainable development 

Since 2012, UNCTAD’s policy tools are shaping the mainstream of international investment policy making. 

Key tools include the 2012 Investment Policy Framework for Sustainable Development  (updated in 2015), 

the 2015 Roadmap for the Reform of International Investment Agreements (IIAs), the 2016 Global Action 

Menu for Investment Facilitation and the 2017 “10 Options for Phase 2 of IIA reform”.  

UNCTAD tools are based on expert experience, incorporate feedbacks and lessons learned sourced from 

various multi-stakeholder consultations and intergovernmental processes. As countries, all around the 

globe, are resorting to UNCTAD’s Investment Policy tools, they are recognized by most as authoritative 

papers of high quality on investment policies and good reference documents in this topic.  

Therefore, in meeting this global mandate, UNCTAD will be hosting its first workshop for the region on 

this topic, co-hosting with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Thailand, ITD, (or International Institute for 

Trade and Development) with the support of IISD, (or International Institute for Sustainable Development 

of Geneva) from 19-23 February, 2018 in Arnoma Grande Hotel, in Bangkok.  
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Key areas of discussions will include the above mentioned UNCTAD Policy Tools , trends in Investor-State 

dispute settlement (ISDS), Public-Private-Partnership (PPP), Reviewing the National Investment Policy, 

Third Party Funding, Sustainable Dispute Prevention and Institution Building.  

Importance and relevance of the programme* 

• Asia and the Pacific is home to over 1,100 IIAs (over 30% of Global Stock of IIAs to date) and 140 

FTAs with Investment chapters (around 30% of Global FTAs) 

• Approximately, 120 treaty-based ISDS cases to date  

 

Some of the key context and complexities unique to the Asia and the Pacific region IIA cases 

• High dependency on external capital and investment sources for economic development 

• Growing intra-sub regional trades driven by regional integration, GVC linkages and South-South 
Cooperation type developments and investments 

• Complex “Noodle soup” type investment phenomena 

• Large and growing development divides with long term societal implications i.e. income, 
education, digital, gender, social justice, technology, climate change 

  

The primary aim for the programme is to empower by equipping the region with the right knowledge 

and tools for reforming their treaties within the sustainable development context of SDG 2030 goals and 

to create a greater policy space for the countries in the region to form a common understanding on IIA 

reform within its regional context; as well as, paving the way for further regional cooperation in treaty 

reform in the future. Furthermore, the discussions and deliberations from this workshop will be the 

basis for preparing regional report on these developments to be shared at the World Investment Forum 

2018, in Geneva. 


