
 

Competition Law and Policies for Sustainable Development Regional Workshop 2019 

 

Host: International Institute for Trade and Development (ITD), Thailand 

Venue: Bangkok, Thailand 

Timing: 24-26 June, 2019 (3-day workshop) 

Type: Workshop 

 

Aim:  

To develop a new breed of policy makers equipped with the knowledge and understanding to 
address the growing challenges of sustainable development in the world of technology based 
development/competition. The goal is to develop a balanced policy strategy for a sustainable 
competition regime/approach while bridging technology-public interest-economic growth. 
 

Objective 

To develop new competency for Asia-Pacific policy makers in relation to the role of competition 

policies and regulation to meet the changing landscape of competition in trade technology and 

international trade agreements. 

1) Understanding the building blocks of new competition policies within the 21st Century 

social-economic priorities including technology sovereignty, technology/innovation 

inequalities and multi-sided market phenomenon 

2) Develop skills to critique and understand the various economic and business models 

using business cases and economic models  

3) Developing competency of the role of technology in regional trade agreements including 

new levels of regional/international cooperation 

 

This is considered the third series of the original “Digital Trade and Future Commerce Regional 

workshop and High Level Policy Dialogue on Technology Policies for Sustainable Development 

Regional Workshop 2019 

Scope: 

1. Economic Model and Competition Policies 

2. Understanding the Innovation Variant (Specific Industries) 



3. Competition Policies in Regional Trade Agreements: Levelling the Playing Field 

Strategies: How to maximize RTAs for Innovation Aims Towards SDG 2030 Goals 

4. Designing a balanced policy strategy for a sustainable competition regime/approach 

(Class Assignment) 

 

Target Audience 

National competitiveness promotion board/commissions, senior trade and investment policy 

makers, trade negotiators from the public sector, trade economist and Industry regulators and 

industrial development policy makers within countries of the Asia-Pacific region. Priority will be 

given to national policy makers first and countries with clear national directive on GVC and 

industrial 4.0. 

Total participant: 30 (max) Self nomination is not accepted. Each invited country can nominate 

1 or 2 representative. However, a second place will be made available upon availability of 

budget and a first come first serve basis. All nominations must be submitted through the 

country’s Government bodies or agencies recognized by ITD. 

Participating countries: All developing countries defined under the Asia-Pacific region 

grouping  of ESCAP and the World Bank  

How to Apply: Complete the ITD Application Form along with a letter of nomination from your 

official Government  

Selection:  ITD reserves the right to conduct final selection. All selection will be on competitive 

basis and the availability of budget. All successful candidates will be notified immediately upon 

selection especially for countries requiring visa entries into Thailand. 

Deadline: 7th June, 2019  

 

Further details: Please write to lalada@itd.or.th, sirinad@itd.or.th, duangthip@itd.or.th 

 

 

  

mailto:lalada@itd.or.th
mailto:sirinad@itd.or.th
mailto:duangthip@itd.or.th


Background and Context: 

Open, inclusive and fair competition are the hall marks for a well-oiled and competitive 

economy. This is fairly acceptable normative for most economist and policy makers of the 20th 

century. However, for those favouring a broader based, sustainable and inclusive economic 

development, the three elements will not be sufficient. For example, the digital transformation 

brought about by the digital technology and the Internet has perpetuated the nature of market 

evolution and firm’s dominance which effects not only at the micro level (i.e the smooth running 

of an efficient market) but also the macroeconomic level (industry competitiveness). Take the 

example the e-commerce platforms like Alibaba or Amazon which has destroyed more jobs and 

domestic businesses in a local market than any trade sanctions. Furthermore, these type of 

dominance in the market also changes the social lifestyle and consumption patterns of 

consumers which in more extreme cases through massive online (at your whim) consumption 

will generate more overproduction and consumption thereby, increasing carbon footprint and 

exacerbating climate change. 

While the arrival of the digital technology has democratized our access to new application of 

technology or broaden our choices of online services as well as, giving us an open access to a 

library of public knowledge; many of these technologies at the application level, are being 

controlled by a handful of multinationals now deploying preemptive competition strategies to 

keep competition. Observation from the World bank in its recent study on GVC Development 

Report 2019 found that there is a concerning trend toward a monopoly on upstream technology 

by multinationals. This is now a norm in in certain industries. While alarming developments, it is 

an important signal for developing countries especially in the Asia-Pacific. We know that two-

third of today’s international trade are governed through GVC related trade and investments 

where both FDIs and technology transfers happen. Without the ability to adopt upstream 

technology, will mean many developing countries will either become obsolete, unable to 

upgrade their skills or technical knowledge. Or be locked out from ever participating in future 

GVC streams altogether.  

It is therefore timely for policy makers especially in the Asia-Pacific region to consider 

developing new sets of competition policies and regime that can help address these new 

challenges while also meeting the 17 goals of the United Nation under the Sustainable 

Development Goal.  

However, since the global endorsement of the 17 goals of the Sustainable Development Goal in 

2015, there is a strong need to revisited the current international trade system along the lines of 

the three triple bottom line benchmark (prosperity, people and the environment). Therefore, as 

more developing countries are gradually moving up the value chain in the global economic 

system, it will be imperative for governments and policy makers to preemptively address open 

competition policies while still developing their economy. 


