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1.

Inequality (digital divide and income divide) and
its far-reaching implications on empowerment?

Why is inequality detrimental is more damaging
than poverty as it cripples individuals or a family
or a community from ever reaching their full
potential?.

How is inequality different from poverty?

4. How does digital divide magnify these issues?
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PovertyrateinIndiahas

nearly halved but it still has
world'’s largest poor population
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India’s wealth pyramid
92% of Indian adults have wealth of less than $10,000.
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Digital in India
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Digital divide in India
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2. Socioeconomic inclusion of rural India

By 2030, 40% of Indians will be urban residents. However, there will also be more
than 5,000 small urban towns (50,000-100,000 persons each) and more than
50,000 developed rural towns (3,000-10,000 persons each) with similar income
profiles, where aspirations are fast converging with those of urban India. The
figure below illustrates urban-rural population distribution in India in 2003, 2018,
and 2030 projected.

Population distribution across city types (M) CAGR
1.096M 1,390M 1,500M (18-30)
Other Rural 0 5%
51% 4%
59%

- Restof 1.9%

ource: Oxford Economic, Euromonitor, PRICE Projections based on IGE 3600 Surveys (20174, 2016,
4018). CAGR: Compound Annual Growth Rate.
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1. Inequality (digital divide and income divide) and its far-reaching implications on empowerment?
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1.1. Inequality’s Unequal Journey: Balancing Real & Imaginary

Access to resources

Access to opportunities

Policy & Program Unevenness

Social and cultural barriers

Political barriers

Opportunity,
expectations,
Happiness

Stability
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Inequity is, apparently, asymmetrical.
For all the distress it causes those on

the bottom, it brings relatively little
joy to those at the top.
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2. Inequality detrimental is more damaging than poverty as it cripples individuals or a
family or a community from ever reaching their full potential?.
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2.1. Inequality Trapped Within

Means Vs. End
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2.2. The Victim of Inequality: Human Mind & Psychology
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3. Poverty Vs. Inequality
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4. How does digital divide magnify these issues?
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4.1. Digital Divide Accelerating Psychology of Inequality?
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/Virtual inequality fueled by social media, internet,\
web,
imagination,
perception and assumptions
Surface equality
Surface and mass platform equality
No knowledge equality
Threat, perceptions, assumptions,
Aspirations, status, comparison
Superficial and hollow identities
Far from reality
Tensions, stress, mistakes, risks
Misinformation, fake news

\ Driven to deep inequality and powerlessness 44



4.2. How and Whether Psychology of Inequality Digitally Affected &

Empowerment Challenged?

EMPOWERMENT
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4.3. Poverty Feeds Inequality & Inequality Accentuates Poverty Triggered by
Digital Sub Ways in absence of social, institutional and welfare safeguards?
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5. Addressing the Regressive Effects of Psychology of Inequality
in a real & virtual world
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Institutionalizing Psychology of
Happiness & satisfaction?

Psychology of Digital Ethics,
Equality and Justice?
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National psychology of
development and growth? -
not greater wealth, but
greater equity for feeling rich
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Cementing outer inequality
gaps at all levels
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6. Questions to Ponder?

1. Whether and how the degree of psychology of inequality is acute
in both real and digital world and their interconnectedness?

2. Whether and how digital inclusion and exclusion feeds into
psychology of inequality and impacts human and community
development?

3. Whether and how digital enabled information and communication
have widened or narrowed psychology of inequality?

4. How a country’s technology policy and program framework
accelerates psychology of inequality or mitigates inequality
instincts for inclusive and sustainable development?

5. Whether and how an oriental and developing country approach to
digital inclusion and exclusion will determine psychology of
inequality and its implications as different from a Western
Approach?

6. How and whether psychology of inequality has an umbilical
connect with psychology of threat, perceptions, egoistic behaviour
and artificial pride effect on individual psyche and development?



GROSS NATIONAL HAPPINESS

[dea coined by Current version UN Resolution for ~ World Happiness Denmark topped
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Four Pillars: . Nine Domains:

Good Governance . Psychological Wellbeing
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The only inequalities that matter
begin in the mind. It is not income
levels but differences in mental
equipment that keep people apart,
breed feelings of inferiority.

-Jacquetta Hawkes
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