
PSYCHOLOGY OF INEQUALITY & 
INSECURITY IN AN EMERGING 
DIGITAL SOCIETY & ECONOMY 

Implications on Sustainable/Inclusive 
Development] 

 

Syed Kazi 

9/2/2019 1 



Content  
1. Inequality (digital divide and income divide) and 

its far-reaching implications on empowerment?  

2. Why is inequality detrimental is more damaging 
than poverty as it cripples individuals or a family 
or a community from ever reaching their full 
potential?.  

3. How is inequality different from poverty?  

4. How does digital divide magnify these issues? 
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Inequality 
Galore!  
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1. Inequality (digital divide and income divide) and its far-reaching implications on empowerment?  
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1.1.  Inequality’s Unequal Journey: Balancing Real & Imaginary  

• Jealousy 
• Envious 
• Comparative 
• Self immersed  
• Competitive  
• Dissatisfied  
• Material oriented  

• Access to resources 
• Access to opportunities 
• Policy & Program Unevenness  
• Social and cultural barriers 
• Political barriers  

 

Opportunity, 
expectations, 

Happiness  
Stability  Stagnation  Negativity  

Threat & 
Perceptions  
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Rationalism 

vs. 
emotionalism  

PSYCHOLOGY OF INEQUALITY, 
THREAT & PERCEPTIONS  
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Keith Payne 
• Subjective 

experience of 
feeling poor 

• Status a moving 
target fueled by 
comparisons  

• Feeling poor, 
different & 
wrong decisions  

• Inequality and 
Riskier behaviour 

• Feeling 
disadvantaged 
and  perception 
of differences  

• Feeling deprived,  
poor 
competencies  

• Conspiracy 
theories, medical 
problems  
 

 
 

Rachel Sherman 
Inequity is, apparently, asymmetrical. 
For all the distress it causes those on 
the bottom, it brings relatively little 

joy to those at the top. 
 



 
2. Inequality detrimental is more damaging than poverty as it cripples individuals or a 
family or a community from ever reaching their full potential?.  
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2.1. Inequality Trapped Within  
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2.2. The Victim of Inequality: Human Mind & Psychology  
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3. Poverty Vs. Inequality 
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Less comparing  

Status unconscious  
Ways and means 

Potential  
Not ladder conscious  

No self image  
Being poor = feel poor  
Right decision, no risk 

behaviour 

 
Status 

Comparison  
Feeling poor more than being 

poor 
Lake Wobegon Effect 
Self rating, self image 
Wrong decision, risk 

Problems  
Fleeting satisfactions and 

happiness  



Digital Divide Stagnates Poverty ,  
Widens Inequality & Struggles to 

bridge Digital Inequality   

Digital Inequality  

 
4. How does digital divide magnify these issues? 
 

9/2/2019 13 



4.1. Digital Divide Accelerating Psychology of Inequality?  

Virtual inequality  fueled by social media, internet, 
web,  

imagination,  
perception and assumptions  

Surface equality 
Surface and mass platform equality  

No knowledge equality  
Threat, perceptions, assumptions,  

Aspirations, status, comparison 
Superficial and hollow identities 

Far from reality  
Tensions, stress, mistakes, risks  

Misinformation, fake news  
Driven to deep inequality and powerlessness  

 

Techno push 
Techno elite  

Vendor driven society and economy 
E-readiness? 

Democratisation? 
Systems and processes  

Structures and functions 
People friendly 

Access and response  
Exclusion and distance  
Divide and trust gaps  

Inequality and excluded  
Perennial underdeveloped  
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4.2. How and Whether Psychology of Inequality Digitally Affected & 
Empowerment Challenged?  
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4.3. Poverty Feeds Inequality & Inequality Accentuates Poverty Triggered by 
Digital Sub Ways in absence of social, institutional and welfare safeguards? 

Poverty 

Inequality 
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5. Addressing the Regressive Effects of Psychology of Inequality  
in a real & virtual world  
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Institutionalizing Psychology of 
Happiness  & satisfaction? 

National psychology of 
development and growth?  

not greater wealth, but 
greater equity for feeling rich  

Cementing outer inequality 
gaps at all levels  

Psychology of Digital Ethics, 
Equality and Justice?  



1. Whether and how the degree of psychology of inequality is acute 
in both real and digital world and their interconnectedness? 

2. Whether and how  digital inclusion and exclusion feeds into 
psychology of inequality and impacts human and community 
development? 

3. Whether and how digital enabled information and communication 
have widened or narrowed psychology of inequality?  

4. How a country’s technology policy and program framework 
accelerates psychology of inequality or mitigates inequality 
instincts for inclusive and sustainable development?  

5. Whether and how an oriental and developing country approach to 
digital inclusion and exclusion will determine psychology of 
inequality and its implications as different from a Western 
Approach?  

6. How and whether psychology of inequality has an umbilical 
connect with psychology of threat, perceptions, egoistic behaviour 
and artificial pride effect on individual psyche and development?  
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6. Questions to Ponder?  



• Four Pillars: 
• Good Governance 
• Sustainable Socio-economic Development 
• Cultural Preservation 
• Environmental Conservation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Nine Domains: 
• Psychological Wellbeing 
• Health 
• Education 
• Time Use 
• Cultural Diversity and Resilience 
• Good Governance 
• Community Vitality 
• Ecological Diversity and Resilience 
• Living Standards 
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